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IMMIGRATION: AN ISSUE FOR OUR TIMES

Given the changing growth of our population, issues involving immigration and immigrant
integration issues will be with us well into the future.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT IN NJ?

Immigrants make up 19.9 percent of the population in New Jersey, whereas they make up 12.5
percent of the total U.S. population. According to the 2000 United States Census, over 41
percent of immigrants living in New Jersey arrived in the United States between 1990 and 2000.
Ninety-two percent of the population increase in New Jersey between 2000 and 2005 was the
result of immigration. New Jersey also ranks sixth in the nation in the number of foreign-born
residents and third in the ratio of foreign-born residents to total population.’

In 2007, the American Conference on Diversity commissioned a statewide survey of New Jersey
residents’ attitude and behavior on inter-group relations. Questions on immigrants and
immigration show that New Jersey residents feel that immigrants are an asset to the Garden
State. According to the 2007 American Conference on Diversity survey, “about 6 in 10 New
Jerseyans say immigrants strengthen our state, because of their talents and hard work...”.On a
national level, when asked if immigrants strengthen or burdened our nation, “4 in 10 feel that
immigrants strengthen our nation, because of their talents and hard work...” (New Jersey: A
Statewide View of Diversity, 2007).2

The state is also one of six gateway states for entry into the United States. Since 2000, Bergen,
Somerset, Hunterdon, Mercer and Sussex Counties and the city of Newark have experienced the
largest growth in immigrant population in the state, with their foreign-born populations
increasing by at least thirty-five percent. However, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex, Passaic,
and Union are still the counties with the highest immigrant populations.® In 2007, researchers
from the Rutgers University Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy published data
indicating that were it not for immigration to New Jersey from foreign countries, the state would
have experienced a significant population decline between 2002 and 2005.*

''U.S. Census Bureau (2009), retrieved from http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/foreign/cps2008.html.
* C. Zukin, T. Thonhauser, & J. Applebaum (2007), New Jersey: A statewide view of diversity. New Brunswick:

Bloustein Center for Survey Research, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey New Jersey: A Statewide View of
Diversity.

? LN. Gang & A.M. Piehl (2008), Destination, NJ: How Immigrants Benefit the State Economy. New Brunswick,
NJ: Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey Eagleton Institute of Politics; F. Fessenden (2006, August 27), The
new crossroads of the world. New York Times.

IW. Hughes, J.J. Seneca, W. Irving (2007), Where have all the dollars gone? An analysis of New Jersey migration
patterns. New Brunswick: Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey.



Data from the 2010 Census will certainly continue to inform immigration issues.

KEY BACKGROUND INFORMATION’

® 15.6 percent of workers in the United States are immigrants.

* Nationwide, unemployment rates for immigrants are higher than for native-born
workers. However, in New Jersey, the rates are about even.

* Immigrants are far more likely to hold lower-wage jobs than native-born workers.
According to the Urban Institute, half of all immigrants—as compared to 33% of
native-born employees—earn less than $21,500 annually.

* The median income of immigrant families living in New Jersey is over $13,000 less
than the median income of native-born families.

* Most immigrants to New Jersey are from Latin America, South America, and the
Caribbean. The next highest concentration comes from Asia.

* Immigrants from Europe and Asia have the highest median earnings for any
immigrant groups, whereas immigrants from Mexico and Central America have the
lowest median earnings.

* New Jersey immigrants are both more likely to possess a college degree and more
likely to lack a high school diploma than their native-born counterparts.

* New Jersey has the second-highest percentage of immigrant-started technology and
engineering companies in the country

* Nearly one-quarter of the wages earned by New Jersey employees was earned by
immigrant workers.

® One-fifth of New Jersey businesses are owned by immigrants.

* Fifteen percent fewer immigrant families living in New Jersey own their own homes
as compared to their native-born counterparts.

* Almost 33% of children residing in New Jersey have at least one family member who
is an immigrant.

* Twenty percent of New Jersey’s children come from homes in which no adults speak
English well.

* Eighty-seven percent of the state’s children from immigrant families are U.S. citizens.
* An estimated 5% of residents living in New Jersey do not have legal status.
* An estimated 62 % of low-wage immigrant laborers are limited English proficient.

> Sources: E. Newburger, T. Gryn (2009), The foreign-born labor force in the United States: 2007. Washington,
D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau; U.S. Census Bureau (2009); Gang & Piehl (2008); N.V. Montalto (2006), Out of the
many one: Integrating immigrants in New Jersey, New Jersey: National Immigration Forum; E. Appelbaum & K.
White (2003), Focus on immigrants: Facts about the foreign-born population in New Jersey. New Brunswick, NJ:
Center for Women and Work; R. Capps, J.S. Passel, et. al. (2003), The new neighbors: A user’s guide to data on
immigration in U.S. communities. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute.
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* Itis estimated that half of al/l immigrant workers are limited English proficient.

Federal Policy

Recent federal legislation regarding immigration has overwhelmingly focused on illegal
immigration. In particular, this legislation has typically focused on securing U.S. borders against
undocumented migrants and possible terrorists, and addressing work status and avenues for
citizenship for immigrants overwhelmingly from Central and Latin America.

However because federal officials have not had much success enforcing already-existing laws
that prohibit illegal immigration, and in reaction to the growing number of immigrant
populations they are absorbing, state and local officials across the country have increasingly been
passing their own laws aimed at curbing the flow of undocumented immigrants into their cities
and towns. In the absence of federal immigration legislation, state legislatures created and
adopted 206 laws regarding immigration in 2008, according to the New York Times. Over 170
immigration-related bills were passed in 2006 by policymakers in 41 states.”

Laws directed at immigrants—whether at the federal, state, or local level—impact the lives of all
residents. These laws interact with economic and social conditions in communities in multiple
ways, both influencing the perspectives of residents, employers, public officials, and law
enforcers, and being influenced by these perspectives. Issues involving immigrants are important
in communities, in schools, and in the workplace.

President Obama has said that immigration reform is a priority for his administration. In August
of 2009, the Obama Administration announced its plans to overhaul the immigration system,
specifically the way our nation detains undocumented immigrants. The Obama Administration’s
plan to transform the detention system, which according to the New York Times holds
approximately 400,000 detainees throughout the course of a year seeks to create a “truly civil
detention system” that provides more oversight of the system, which has been criticized for
mistreatment of detainees.

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS BY IMMIGRANT POPULATIONS’

A frequently heard criticism of newly arrived immigrant populations—particularly those who are
undocumented—is that they put a tremendous strain on the economies of the communities in
which they live, without providing adequate contributions. However, throughout the United
States, immigrants have had a positive impact on the economic growth of the communities in
which they reside. It has been calculated that roughly 90% of money earned by immigrants gets
spent or invested in the United States.

6. Preston (2007, November 29), 7-year immigration rate is highest in U.S. history. The New

York Times, p. A-20.

" United States Census Bureau (2009); Gang & Piehl (2008); V. Wadhwa, A. Saxenian, et. al. (2007), American’s
new immigrant entrepreneurs, U.S.A.: Duke University and U.C. Berkeley; M.E. Salinas (2006, November 7),
Immigrants’ dollars go a long way. Herald News (Passaic, NJ), p. BO7; K. Krepcio (2006, October 10), The status of
immigrants in New Jersey, retrieved from http://www.heldrich.rutgers.edu.
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Typically, immigrants bring their talents, skills, and educational backgrounds to industries under-
populated by native workers. Companies founded by immigrants employed 450,000 workers and
reported $52 billion in sales in 2005. Immigrants living in New Jersey are the most highly
educated in the United States. More of New Jersey’s immigrants have bachelor’s and graduate or
professional degrees. Moreover, the state’s immigrants have a history of entrepreneurship. New
Jersey ranks only second in the nation to California with the percentage of technology and
engineering companies that were founded by immigrants.

Economic contributions are not just made by highly skilled and educated immigrants or by
immigrants living in the country legally. Those classified as unskilled serve as a pool of workers
to fast-growing industries such as the restaurant industry. Studies have shown that on average,
poor and unskilled immigrants, regardless of their legal status, contribute about the same amount
of money to local communities as do their native-born counterparts. Additionally, contrary to
popular belief, many undocumented workers pay taxes on their wages. Nationally, nearly all of
the approximately $7 billion of Social Security taxes that goes unclaimed annually is thought to
come from the wages of undocumented immigrants, who are unable to collect because of their
illegal status. In addition to paying social security tax, undocumented immigrants who are on
company payrolls pay personal income and Medicare tax just like their documented counterparts.

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON DIVERSITY’S FOCUS?

The American Conference on Diversity is dedicated to valuing diversity, educating leaders, and
promoting inclusion and respect. It is in a unique position to: 1) increase key stakeholders’
awareness of the issue, 2) develop strategies to ease community pressures related to the issue,
and 3) provide bias prevention training to educators, employers, and community leaders.

See resources and links below for additional information on this issue.

Page 4

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




REFERENCES

The ACLU OF New Jersey Annual Report 2005-2006 (2006). Newark (NJ): ACLU of New
Jersey.

Appelbaum, E., & White, K. (2003). Focus on immigrants: Facts about the foreign-born
population in New Jersey. New Brunswick, NJ: Center for Women and Work.

Arrests of illegal immigrants double in NJ. (2007, June 5). The Associated Press State & Local
Wire.

Banerjee, P. (2006, April 9). Hope lies in a civil America: These workers are an integral part of
our society. Herald News, BO1.

Belson, K. (2007, October 10). Departure for other states erode New Jersey’s economy. The New
York Times, p. B-4.

Bernstein, N. (2007, September 4). In a New Jersey town, an immigration fight pits brother
against brother. The New York Times, p. B-1.

Businesses sue Riverside over vague, discriminatory anti-immigrant ordinance. (2006, October
18). Targeted News Service.

Capps, R., Passel, J. S., Perez-Lopez, D., & Fix, M. (2003). The new neighbors: A users’ guide
to data on immigrants in U.S. communities. Washington: D.C.: The Urban Institute.

Capuzzo, J. P. (2006, July 28). Town battling illegal immigration is emptier now. The New York
Times, p. B-1.

Celano, C. M. (2007, August 15). Freehold takes action on rental recommendations. News
Transcript. Retrieved November 29, 2007 from http://newstranscript.gmnews.com/
news/2007/0815/Front_page/063.html

. (2007, February 15). Freehold takes action on rental recommendations. News
Transcript. Retrieved November 29, 2007 from
http://newstranscript.gmnews.com/news/2007/0214/Front_Page/001.html

Chen, D. W., & Fahim, K. New Jersey tells police to check immigrants. The New York Times, p.
B-1.

Confessore, N. (2006, March 26). Immigration debates mirror concerns in Washington. The New
York Times, p. 31.

Cooler heads in Hightstown (2007, May 13). The New York Times, p. 14NJ-15.

Page 5

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




Cooper, P. P. (2007, January 22). Those innovating immigrants. The Philadelphia Inquirer, p.
B02.

Cox, P. (2007, July 23). Bogota mayor seeks immigration powers. NJ.com. Retrieved January
31, 2008 from http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2007/07/
bogota_mayor_seeks_immigration.html

Crackdown on illegal immigration spreads to town level. (2006, September 6). The Star-Ledger.
Dalmia, S. (2006). Who’s milking who? Reason, 38(4), p. 44-46.

Delli Santi, A. (2007, August 23). NJ changes policy on illegal immigrants. Associated Press
Online.

Dervarics, C. (2006). Congress takes up competing bills on in-state tuition for illegal immigrants.
Diverse Issues in Higher Education, 23(11): 7.

Doblin, A. P. (2006, November 27). Immigration reform is just a bus ride away. The Record
(Bergen County, NJ).

Donohue, B. (2007, November 29). New report suggests state is on way to its highest immigrant
share ever. Star-Ledger, p. 1.

. (2007, October 30). New Jersey targets illegal immigrants with out-of-state plates.
Newhouse News Service.

. (2007, June 26). Finding common ground in the minefield of illegal immigration.
Star-Ledger.

Estimating the undocumented population. (2006). Washington, DC: United States Government
Accountability Office.

Fabiano, G. (2008, February 3). Garfield targets illegal housing. The Record. Retrieved February
7, 2008, from http://www,northjersey.com/news/northernnj/15151366.html

Fahim, K. (2007, October 17). Newark: Immigrant families abound. The New York Times, p. B-
7.

. (2007, August 7). Housing crackdown snares Indians in U.S. The International
Herald Tribune, p. 2.

. (2007, April 29). Should immigration be a police issue? The New York Times, p. 1.

Page 6

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




Fahim, K. & Chen, D. W. (2007, August 24). Police voice concern over a directive on
immigrants. The New York Times, p. B-5.

Faiola, A. (2007, April 10). Looking the other way on immigrants: Some cities buck federal
policies. The Washington Post, p. AOl.

Fairview police crack down on illegal immigrants. (2007, October 9). Star-Ledger. Retrieved
November 29, 2007 from http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2007/10/xx.html

Fessenden, F. (2007, October 21). Mixed scorecard for immigrants’ children. The New York
Times, p. 14NJ-2.

. (2006, August 27). The new crossroads of the world. New York Times.

Freehold settles lawsuit over day laborers. (2006, November 14). The Associated Press.

Gang, LLN. & Piehl, A.M. (2008). Destination, NJ: How Immigrants Benefit the State Economy
New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey Eagleton Institute of
Politics.

Gold, J. (2007, July 29). Poll: Most in NJ would offer citizenship to illegal aliens. The
Associated Press State & Local Wire.

Goyle, R., & Jaeger, D. A. (2005). Deporting the undocumented: A cost assessment.
Washington, D.C.: Center for American Progress.

Growth rate slows: Leaving Jersey behind. (2007, October 20). The Philadelphia Inquirer, p.
A10.

Hepp, R. & Heininger, C. (2007, August 22). AG: Cops must ask suspects for immigration
status. NJ.com. Retrieved January 31, 2008 from http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/
2007/08/ag_cops_must_ask_suspects_for.html

Hester, T. Jr. (2007, August 26). After killings, immigration suddenly becomes New Jersey
focus. The Associated Press State & Local Wire.

. (2007, August 6). Corzine forms immigration study panel. The Associated Press
State & Local Wire.

Holl, J. (2006, August 31). Fire in subdivided basement kills two in a New Jersey home. New
York Times, p. B-8

Home Depot seeks relief from day-labor rules. (2007). Retrieved January 31, 2008 from
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19453488/

Page 7

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




Housing New Jersey’s Workforce. (2003). Edison, NJ: Anti-Poverty Network.

Hughes, J.W., Seneca, J.J., & Irving, W. (2007). Where have all the dollars gone? An
analysis of New Jersey migration patterns. New Brunswick: Rutgers, the State University
of New Jersey.

Immigration and customs enforcement arrests 128 immigration violators in statewide
enforcement operation. (2007, April 2). US Fed News.

Immigration in the Garden State. (2007). Monmouth University Gannet New Jersey Poll. West
Long Branch, NJ: Monmouth University Polling Institute.

Immigration policy in the United States. (2006). Washington, D.C.: Congressional Budget
Office.

Immigration’s economic impact (2007). Washington, D.C.: Council of Economic Advisers.

In plain English: Immigrants need more language training. (2006, December 5). The Record
(Bergen County).

Jonas, S. (2006) Reflections on the great immigration battle of 2006 and the future of the
Americas. Social Justice, 33(1): 6-20.

Jordan, M. (2007, October 9). Unlikely mortgage winner. Wall Street Journal, p. C1.

Kremen, M. (2006, October 25). Small town on edge: tensions surface as immigrants bring
changes. The Record (Bergen County, NJ).

Krepcio, K. (2006, October 10). The status of immigrants in New Jersey. Retrieved from
http://www.heldrich.rutgers.edu

Llorente, E. (2007, July 11). Immigration backers push for new laws (NJ). North Jersey Media
Group. Retrieved January 31, 2008 from http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-
news/1864525/posts

. (2007, February 20). Handling N.J.’s boom in illegals. The Record. Retrieved
February 4, 2008 from http://www.michaelwildes.org/Handling N.J.sBoomlllegals.htm

. (2007, January 4). Immigrant hands shape our technology sector. The Record-
Hackensack. Retrieved January 31, 2008 from http://www.redorbit.com/news/
technology/788961/immigrant_hands_shape_our_technology_sector/index.html

. (2006, May 15). N.J. deficient in services to immigrants, study finds: Report sees
special need for English, civics classes. The Record (Bergen County), p. AO1

Page 8

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




Llorente, E., & Perez, M. (2005, September 20). State orders cops to help U.S. immigration
agents: Says local agencies can’t be selective. The Record (Bergen County).

. Border “Minutemen” get cold shoulder in N.J. The
Record (Bergen County).

Lounsberry, E. (2006, August 16). Illegal-immigrant laws spur two suits. The Philadelphia
Inquirer.

Martin, J. (2007). The costs of immigration to New Jerseyites. Washington (D.C.): Federation for
American Immigration Reform.

Matza, M. (2007, May 19). Immigrants greet plan with concern, confusion. The Philadelphia
Inquirer, p. BO1.

Matza, M. (2007, August 23). Police to ask if suspect is citizen. The Philadelphia Inquirer, p.
AO1.

Mayor must limit immigration checks (2007, August 25). The Associated Press State and Local
Wire.

Montalto, N. V. (2006). Out of the many one: Integrating immigrants in New Jersey. Trenton:
National Immigration Forum.

Moroz, J. (2007, May 12). N.J. terror case fuels debate on residency: Critics of immigration law
point to brothers’ illegal status as proof of flaw. The Philadelphia Inquirer, p. AO1.

Morristown’s incendiary mayor (2007, April 8). The New York Times, p. 14NJ-15.

Mosisa, A. T. (2002). The Role of foreign-born workers in the U.S. economy. Monthly Labor
Review, May: 3-14.

New Jersey town rescinds law intended to punish those who house, hire illegal immigrants.
(2007, September 18). Associated Press Worldstream.

New Jersey’s immigrants implore you to address their issues and problems—Creating a
statewide Office of Immigrants’ Affairs would be a great first step. (2006, January 10).
Newark: New Jersey Immigration Policy Network.

N.J. towns can’t afford to defend immigration laws. (2006, December 10). The Associated Press.

Newburger, E. & Gryn, T. (2009). The foreign-born labor force in the United States: 2007 .
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau.

Padrén, E. J. (2006). Beyond debate: Children of illegal immigrants could find the window of

Page 9

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




opportunity closing. Hispanic, May: 14.

Passel, J. (2002) New estimates of the undocumented population in the United States. Migration
Information Source. Washington, D.C.: Migration Policy Institute. Retrieved November
14, 2006 from http://www.migrationinformation.org/Feature/display.cfm?ID=19

Paying their way and then some: Facts about the contributions of immigrants to economic
growth and public investment. (2006). Los Angeles: National Immigration Law Center.

Penton, K. (2007, June 14). Toast of the town: New English speakers honored for efforts in
Keyport class. Asbury Park Press. Retrieved June 19, 2007 from http://www.app.com/
apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage

Perez, Miguel. (2006, November 21). Path toward wise immigration policy is finally taking right
turn. Chicago Sun-Times.

Pfister, B. (2006, July 27). Town bans hiring or housing illegal immigrants. Associated Press.

Preston, J. (2007, November 29). 7-year immigration rate is highest in U.S. history. The New
York Times, p. A-20.

Proposals to expand the immigration authority of state and local police. (2006, September 18).
Washington, D.C.: National Immigration Forum

Riley, S. (2007, January 8). Immigrants help propel entrepreneurial drive. Electronic
Engineering Times, p. 12.

Salinas, M. E. (2006, November 7). Immigrants’ dollars go a long way. Herald News (Passaic,
NJ), p. BO7.

Sanchez, R. (2007, October 2). Sanchez: Day laborers offer negotiating tips” CNN.com.
Retrieved January 18, 2008.

Schweber, N. (2007, June 10). Arrests of illegal immigrants doubled in the last year. The New
York Times, p. 14NJ-2.

Sheriff candidate announces plan for 287g program in Monmouth County jail. (2007, July 13).
Retrieved January 31, 2008 from http://www.monmouthrepublican.org/
news/07132007.htm

Steven Lonegan’s awakening (maybe). (2007, October 28). The New York Times, p. 14NJ-27.
Undocumented immigrants as taxpayers. (2007). Washington, D.C.: Immigration Policy Center.

U.S. Census Bureau (2009). Retrieved from http://www.census.gov/population/

Page 10

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




www/socdemo/foreign/cps2008.html.

Verrinder, M. (2007, September 22). New Jersey town rescinds immigration law, but Brazilians
stay away. Associated Press Worldstream.

Wadhwa, V., Saxenian, A., Rissing, B., Gereffi, G. (2007), American’s new immigrant
entrepreneurs, U.S.A.: Duke University and U.C. Berkeley.

Wildes, M. (2007, October). The rationale behind sanctuary cities. New Jersey Municipalities, p.
104-106.

. (2007, September 3). Towns get tougher on illegal housing. The Record. Retrieved
January 31, 2008, from http://www.michaelwildes.org/
Towns GetTougheronlllegalHousing.htm

Women abused and exploited by NJ Chinese restaurant. (2005, October 31). ACLU in the News.
Retrieved November 14, 2006 from http://www.aclu-nj.org/news/
womenabusedandexploitedbyn.htm

Worden, A. (2007, August 30). Pa., N.J. join flood of bills on immigrants. The Philadelphia
Inquirer, p. AOL.

Workers contradict Bogota mayor’s account of hiring. (2007, October 16). Star-Ledger.
Zehr, M. A. (2006) Undocumented immigrants. Education Week, 25(41): 12.

Zukin, C., Thonhauser, T., & Applebaum, J. (2007). New Jersey: A statewide view of
diversity. New Brunswick: Bloustein Center for Survey Research, Rutgers, the State
University of New Jersey.

Page 11

) \ American Conference on Diversity"

@ VALUING DIVERSITY, EDUCATING LEADERS, PROMOTING RESPECT
[ 4




IMMIGRANT SUPPORT GROUPS

American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey

The New Jersey chapter of the national organization is committed to protecting civil liberties.
The ACLU-NJ has a pro-immigration stance and works to promote fairness and equal treatment
for all people residing in this country, regardless of their legal status.

American Friends Service Committee

This Philadelphia-based, Quaker-affiliated organization is focused on justice. The AFSC does
work throughout the United States and internationally, with service in several counties in New
Jersey. A significant part of the work the AFSC does is connected to advocacy for immigrant
rights.

American Muslim Union

The Newark-based Muslim organization is gathering information regarding the number of
American Muslims who have been harassed or detained in American airports without cause.
Casa Freehold (Freehold Boro)

This is an organization that provides resources to day laborers. The organization provides some
English language instruction, helps immigrants receive the medical care they need, and helps day
laborers to negotiate for fair wages.

Community Action for Social Affairs, Inc.

This group provides services to and advocacy for youth and senior citizens, including immigrant
populations, in Passaic and Paterson. Services include English language instruction.

Hispanic Directors Association New Jersey

HDANIJ is an umbrella group for over thirty social service organizations serving Hispanic /
Latino populations. HDANJ is a source of support and resources to member organizations. It
provides information on issues—including those related to immigration—considered important
to Hispanic / Latino populations in New Jersey. One of the goals of this organization is to work
with other advocacy groups to create a statewide task force geared to protecting the rights of
immigrants.

Immigrant Rights Defense Committee

This is a Paterson-based organization committed to educating immigrants about their rights.

International Institute of New Jersey

This organization assists immigrants and refugees in establishing productive lives, works on their
behalf to secure equity, and informs the public about their contributions to American life.
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Latino Leadership Alliance of New Jersey

This is an organization dedicated to representing Latino rights, including those of immigrant
groups. It his holding a series of town meetings across New Jersey to garner support for state
policies that, among other things, would enable undocumented students to apply for college in
the state at in-state tuition rates.

Legal Services of New Jersey

LSNIJ is an umbrella organization managing the Legal Services system, a statewide network of
non-profit organizations that provides free legal assistance in civil law to low-income New
Jersey residents. LSNJ employees are knowledgeable in deportation law, the rights of immigrant
workers, and language access.

New Jersey Immigration Policy Network

The New Jersey Immigration Policy Network (NJIPN) is an association of over forty
organizations committed to advocating for the rights of immigrants and encouraging
inclusiveness of immigrants into the fabric of local and state communities, and the country as a
whole.

One People’s Project (Jersey City)

This is a grassroots organization that describes itself as fighting the growth of hate groups in
New Jersey, including those that target immigrant populations.

Tanweer (Clifton)

This is a center geared to connecting Arab-Americans to a variety of social services.
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